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A\ “O Lord Jagannatha, to Your dear devotees
2 You give the nectar of Your lips
B ¢ (in the form of maha-prasada.)
’ ‘) You satisfied King Indradyumna
¥ (who prayed for Your appearance.)
You are very eager to protect Your younger sister
Subhadra and Your older brother Baladeva.
[ offer my respects at Your lotus feet.”

Sri Jagannatha-deva-stavah
By Sanatana Goswami
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Yours in the Service of
Srila Prabhupada

A personal message from H.H. Bhakti Charu Swami

To me my birthday never really bore any special
significance. Later on, however, after coming in
contact with Srila Prabhupada’s teachings, 1
became aware that although our birth in this
material nature is meant for undergoing various
kinds of sufferings, yet birth as a human being
olfers us a golden opportunity to develop our
loving relationship with Krsna and go back 1o
our eternal home in the spiritual sky. Thereflore,
irrespective of what others may think about the
purpose of my coming here, to me it is clear that
the only significant reason for my coming to this
world is to take advantage of the causeless mercy
of my spiritual master, His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupida.

When [ started to give initiation, my disciples,
following the custom of ISKCON, started to
celebrate my birthday with great pomp and
grandeur. This used to make me feel extremely
embarrassed and guilty. Therefore, at one point I
decided to stop that and turned this day into the
Srila Prabhupada Memorial Festival in order 10
mark the day of his arrival in the USA.

It is through His Divine Grace that 1 received my
real birth. He delivered me from my miscrable
material existence and reinstated me in my
spiritual identity. He gave me a new life full of
purpose and joy. He is my real father, and my real
identity is in being his son. Ever since I became
connected to him my life found its true meaning.
The joy that T was searching for all my life
became achieved simply due to my connection
with him. He gave me everything that I was
hankering for. Therefore, the best way | can
celebrate my birthday is by singing his glories
and broadcasting his greatness all over the world.

Yours in the service of Srila Prabhupada,

L

Bhakti Charu Swami
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Prabhupada Memorial Festival
17" September 2007

For the followers of ISKCON 17" September is a
very important day. On this day in 1965 Srila
Prabhupada arrived in the West to ulfill the
order of his spiritual master and the prediction of
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu—to spread Krsna
consciousness all over the world. This day is also
the Vyasa-paja of H.H. Bhakti Charu Swami. For
many years Maharija has celebrated this occasion
by organizing the Prabhupida Memorial Festival.
The last three years the event has been held in
Ujjain. Last year devotees from around the world
gathered in Ujjain to remember and recommil
themselves to Srila Prabhupada and his mission.

Sl .. -

Amidst a day of feslivilies—lecmrcs, kirtanas,

glorilications and a fire sacrifice—the highlight

was a speech given by the speci
of Puri. Below are excerpts fron
lecture, glorilying $ril

al guest, the King
1 his inspiring
a Prabhupada and

explaining the significance of Ujjain

Itis by the Lord's mercy, the grace of Srila
Prabhupada and the very kind feelings and
sentiments of our very dear Bhakti Charu Swami
Mahardja that this sery

| antis with you today to
share his feelings in glorilication of the

e great
spinitual master Srila Prabhupada

in this town of
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Ujjain, known in ancient times as Avantipura,
With your permission 1 would like to take you,
with supersonic speed through time, on a
journey from Avantipura to Jagannatha Puri to
Srila Prabhupada and present day ISKCON.

The story begins here in Avantipura and is

described in the Skanda Purana. Avanti is referred

to as the second Avaramati, the capital of
Indradeva. It was so beautiful, opulent and
prosperous because the King of Avantipura was
Indradyumna. King Indradyumna was from the
Siirya vamsa, the solar dynasty, and fifth in
generation from Lord Brahma himself. He was a
great king, p benevolent ruler and a true

Vaisnava.

Jagannatha appears for King Indradyumna
Having reached the fulfillment of his
imperialistic and regal rule, King Indradyumna
wanted to dedicate his life in the service of the

Lord and to build a temple in the place where the

Lord actually resided. So he asked all the
courtesans and scholars of his assembly the
whereabouts of such a place. An old travelling
pilgrim go
where the L

King's court
very moment, the King of Avantipura,
ow) of going to Purushottama-ksetra

ord is residing now.” He told the

about Purushottama Puri. At that
took a

sankalpa (v
and buildin
where he wo

life to the Lo

g a glorious temple for the Lord
uld worship and dedicate his whole
rd. King Indradyumna immediately
sent out all his ambassadors to search for the
Lord. One of them, Vidyapati, with the help of
the tribal sabara people, had darsana of the Lord
in Puri. But the Lord was not in the form of
Jagannatha, Baladeva and Subhadra as we sc¢
Them today. He was in the form of Nila
Madhava, a beautiful Visnu Deity, holding
sankha, cakra, gada and padma in His four
ni, that is blue sapphire gemstone

Maha Laksmi. Ananta-sesa was
q were in

arms.

He was nilama
and He was with
behind Him and
front. Having discovere

Sudarsana and Garud
d Lord Nila Madhava,

t up and said “Yes, there is such a place

Vidyapati rushed back to the king to inform him.
King Indradyumna left Avantipura in great hurry
but by the time he reached Purushottama ksetra
the Lord was no longer there. There had heen a
huge sandstorm and the whole place was covered
in sand; Lord Nila Madhava had disappeared.
King Indradyumna was such a great devotee that
he wanted to give up his life. He felt there was no
point living even a single day if he could not
have daréana of the Lord. But he was guided by
one of his priests, “Please do not do that. Your
path has been ordained. 1 have heard it from Lord
Brahma himself: you must perform one hundred
asvamedha yajias and at the end of that the Lord
will reappear again.” So King Indradyumna
performed the asvamedha yajias at the place
where today the Gundica Temple stands. At the
end of the yajiia a divine voice was heard saying
“I will appear again because of your tapasya. For
the benefit of the entire creation I will reappear.
You will find a celestial tree in the waters of the
ocean. Bring that tree and worship Me.” So King
Indradyumna went to the ocean and brought the
tree onto land. But then there was a problem:
None of the carpenters could carve the Lord's
form from the log. Their instruments kept
breaking. Again the King wasina dilemma. Then
a divine voice said “Do not worry. You are a true
devotee, so the Lord will help you. An old person
will come forward. Let him work on the tree.”
According to the divine voice an old person came
and the King gave him permission. But the old

a2 condition, “You must give me
chamber where T will not be disturbed until my

job is done.” The king agreed and placed him in

the chamber along with the tree and shut the

doors. For some time they heard voices and
sounds and so understood the job was being

done. But after a few
anything. Queen Gundica became very
ordered the doors to be opened. When

the doors were opened they saw Lord Jaganndtha,

Balabhadra and Subhidra manifest. The old man

re. So this is how Lord Jagannatha,
the world for

carpenter had

days they couldn't hear
worried

and she

was not the

Baladeva and Subhadra appeared in
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the first time. It is because of the great sacrilice
and devotion of this great Vaisnava, the King of
Ujjain, King Indradyumna, that Lord Jagannatha
Baladeva and Subhadra manifested 10 bless the
whole world. So Ujjain is of great significance,
and is very special and that is what brings me
here today with Swamiji's kind grace.

The deities then had 1o be consecrated. To do
that, King Indradyumna, along with Devarsi
Narada, went to Brahmaloka and requested
Brahma to perform the ceremony. Lord Brahma
came to carth to perform the adi prana pratista of
the Lords. When the Lords were consecrated they
took a living form and spoke directly to the King,
“Arrange for My daily worship and celebration of
My festivals.” These were divine orders and King
Indradyumna had 1o carry them out. After the
installation was over the first Rathayatra took
place from the Gundica temple to the new temple
that King Indradyumna had built. The original
temple was 1000 cubits high (15 hundred feet.)
It is not the one we see now. That is the last in
the series of temples built for the Lord. Many
temples have come over time but the original
temple was built by the King of Ujjain.

Alter establishing the worship of Lord Jagannitha
King Indradyumna no longer had any desire for
material acquisitions. So he asked Brahma, “I
would like to go to Brahmaloka.” He entrusted
the duty of serving the Lord to the King of Utkal.
Just like Avanti was the ancient name of Ujjain,
so Utkal was the ancient name of Orissa. King
Indradyumna explained to King Kala of Utkala
how 1o perform the various duties of
worshipping the Lord. That is how this tradition
started; whichever royal dynasty or sovereign
political power of Utkala pradesha came to
power, they had 10 become servants of Lord
Jagannatha and [ulfill the seva of the Lord, in
accordance to the Lord’s instructions to King
Indradyumna. This is how the tradition began
and how the seva continues. It is coming down

{rom centuries.

During history we sce that
becanse of the Lord's mercy
all the great acaryas came (o
Puri to worship the Lord,
Sankaracarya, Madhvicirya,
Raminujicirya,
Nimbirkacarya, all the great
dcdryas came to Puri and
established their asramas
there. In 1510, Caitanya
Mahaprabhu first came to
Jagannatha Puridhama. After
travelling to South India and
to Vrndavana, he stayed in
Puri from 1513—1533.
During the last twenty years
of His pastimes Caitanya
Mahaprabhu lived only in
Jagannatha Puri, having
darsana of Lord Jagannatha.
Due to Caitanya
Mahiprabhu’s presence
Purushottama ksetra became
a vibrant, dynamic Vaisnava
centre. Then of course
Maharja Prataparudra served
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. All the
Kings ol Orissa, later known
as the Gajapati Maharajas,
served the Lord.

Srila Prabhupada brings
Jagannatha to the West

And then we take a jump, 350
years from Caitanya
Mahaprabhu's advent, and
come to Thikura Srila
Bhaktivinode in the 1870s,
when the King ol Puri was
Divyasinghdeva 3. At this
time the British were
controlling Orissa and they
found that the temple affairs
were not being properly
managed. So they arranged
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[or the magistrate of Puri to look alter temple

allairs. Thus for several yvears Bhaktivinode

I hakura served Lord Jagannatha directly and

looked after the affairs of the Jagannatha temple

During this time Srila Prabhupada

Bhaktisiddhianta took birth in Puri on Februar

6, 1874, very close 1o th temple, on Grand Road

where the Rathayatra took place. This is the place

of the present Caitanya Gaudiya Math. It is said

that when Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
mother brought the little baby onto the streets on
Rathayatra day, the chariot of Lord Jagannatha
stopped and the Lord's garland fell on the baby
thus foretelling the great mission that the child
had in hand. Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
laid the foundations of the Gaudiya movement
around India, founding sixty-four Gaudiya Math
temples. He set the stage for the great mission ol
Srila Prabhupada. In the very first meeting that
Srila Prabhupada had with his spiritual master in
1922, Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
categorically advised him to take the message of
Krsna consciousness to the West and all over the
world to [ulfill the prediction of Caitanya
Mahaprabhu that harinama sankirtana would be
heard in every town and village. Now this
became a guru adesa of Srila Prabhupada. It was
in his mind, but it was only after a long time, at
the age of sixty-nine that this order came to pass.
Most of us, if we lived that long, would think of
retiring comlortably, having sufficient money in
the bank and some place to lead a comfortable
retired life. At such an age when the body starts
giving problems who wants to work? We want to
comfortably sit at home and chantjapa.But here
was this old person deciding to carry out his
guru'sorder and travel. Those days it was not
easy to travel. Nowadays it is so easy to travel
from India to America. But for Srila Prabhupada
It was a two month journey in a ship and during
that time he had two heart attacks. But nothing
happened because he was meant to fulfill the
Lord's mission. He arrived in America without a
penny in his pocket and without knowing what

to do. This is one of the best examples of
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saranagati, complete surrender to the Lord. You
surrender to the Lord and He does His work
through you. It is not the individual, who is
acting but it is the Lord’s power. It is the Lord's
action which takes over.

Now imagine the situation: It was 1965, the year
of the hippy movement. In Greenwich Village,
New York, the young people were doing all sorts
of things, taking LSD, marijuana, intoxicants,
and were full of pain."Here an elderly man, of
sixty-nine years, in strange clothes was doing
harinama kirtana. This is unheard of! Just
imagine the courage, conviction and sacrifice of
Srila Prabhupada. It is only his supreme devotion
and complete surrender to the Lord which made
this possible. And what followed is something
which is magical and divine. He made human
beings, from people who had gone off the path,
who were dropouts and could not keep pace with
the materialistic rat race of America. In this
counter culture climate they had just dropped
out and were looking for alternatives. But they
had taken to the wrong paths and so were going
to hell. To retrieve them and to make them
human beings, then good human beings, and
then transform them into divine beings, is a
miracle. All this happened within a span of a few
years. Srila Prabhupada formed the Krsna
consciousness movement in 1966.

The next year, in 518 Fredrick Street, in the
Haight Ashbury district of San Francisco, Srila
Prabhupiada was sitting in the temple when
Malati devi came and took out a little three inch
doll from her bag and said “Here Swamiji I have
brought you this!” Immediately Srila Prabhupida
paid his pranaris and with great devotion started
praying. Malati mataji was surprised, “What is
this? [gotoa little store which deals with
imported goods and buy this souvenir which
took my fancy and now Srila Prabhupada is

doing dandavats 0 it!” Then Srila Prabhupada
e s is Lord jagannéllm. the Lord of

. “Thi
explflmcd e aske d her, “Are there two more

the univer se.” I

like this?” She said, “Yes, yes, there are two more
like this.” So she ran back and got Balabhadra |
and Subhadra. That is the beginning of the Lord’s
manifestation in the United States of America.
This is all actually the Lord’slila and Srila
Prabhupada was the instrument. Immediately
Srila Prabhupada told Syamasundara, Malati's
husband, “Can you carve big images of these
little three dolls?” Syamasundara began the job
and three foot images of Balabhadra, Subhadra
and Lord Jagannitha were made and installed
there. And then the first Rathayatra in the West
occurred. That was the beginning in1967. And
then the rest of the story is well known. Many of
you have played an actual part in this movement.

- You have been next to Srila Prabhupada and

served him and his mission from the beginning.

Srila Prabhupada’s greatness

Over the span of twelve years, Srila Prabhupada
went around the world fourteen times and
established one hundred and eight centers. This
is not humanly possible. At the age of sixty-nine
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he started his mission abroad and within a span

of twelve years, it became a worldwide
movement. Had it not been the Lord’s will, the
Lord's desire and the Lord's strength, none of this
could have happened. This was something that
the world needed the most. In the twentieth
century, global humanity made tremendous
achievements in science and all sorts of material
advancement. But in the spiritual field very little
was 1o be seen. It was so dormant that
individuals became imbalanced. Outside there
was so much opulence but inside everything was
rotten and hollow. There were asuras, demons
and animals, in the form of human beings. And
from this came excessive materialistic culture
without any inward spiritual growth. But Srila
Prabhupada changed that and fulfilled a great
mission. Something is considered precious and
its value measured by its rarity. Because it is not
available therefore it is precious. If we go toa
desert, where there is no water and we have a lot
of gold and diamonds with us, they won't have
much value. But a drop of water has a lot of

value. It can save lives. Similarly what the world
and humanity needed in the twentieth century
was spiritual awareness. It needed a spiritual
revolution which Srila Prabhupada brought into
being. The whole of humanity was sinking into
the path of excessive materialism devoid of
spirituality and that would have led us to our
destruction. After World War 1 and 11, if there
was a World War 111 nothing would remain. But
now there is hope. When the world wakes up to
spiritual awareness, to Krsna consciousness, then
there is hope for humanity. This was the great
role Srila Prabhupida fulfilled: He brought
spirituality to the forefront of the international
forum to give a chance for a golden tomorrow.

So with these words I would like to pay my
homage to the great spiritual master Srila
Prabhupada. He continues to be with every
devotee. It is said that when the master departs
from his mortal physical body, his power actually
becomes many-fold. He is no longer limited by
the physical form because he has expanded to a
subtle dimension which is more potent and
powerful. Simultaneously he can be with each
one of us to give us all strength. It will be a real
tribute to Srila Prabhupada, if this mission—
which is God’s own mission of spreading Krsna
consciousness around the world—is taken
further and further and made more intensive.
Now we have more than four hundred centers.
This shows that Srila Prabhupada’s grace is
multiplying. Srila Prabhupada’s work is going
ahead very nicely by devotees all around the
world. That must be kept on because still much
remains to be done. Kali yuga is still very strong
and the proportion of the sattvik people who are
spiritually inclined is still very small. When we
read the newspaper we know what is happening
in the world. So work is yet to be done. It has to
be constantly going forward and that is our seva
and our real offering to Srila Prabhupada. If we
can do our little bit to help the mission grow, so
that ultimately the course of Kali yuga weakens,
then Satya yuga will dawn on a golden tomorrow.
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Sri Jagannathastaka

kadacit kalindi-tata-vipina-sangitaka-ravo
mudibhiri-nari-vadana-kamaliasvada-madhupah
rami-sambhu-brahmamara-pati-ganesarcita-pado
jagannithah svami nayana-patha-gami bhavatu me

bhuje savye venurh sirasi $ikhi-puccharh kati-tate
dukillarh netrinte sahacara-katiksar vidadhate
sadi srimad-vrdivana-vasati-lili-paricayo
jagannathah svami nayana-patha-gimi bhavatu me

b m pmmm ahaﬂ-bﬂawasdrm
subhadri-madhya-sthah salula-su.-sevﬁvasam-do
jagannathah svami nayana-patha-gami bhavatu me

krpa-paravarah sajala-jalada-sreni-ruciro
rama-vani-rimah sphurad-amala-pankeruha-mukhah
surendrair aridhyah $ruti-gana-$ikha-gita-carito
jagannithah svami nayana-patha-gami bhavateme.___

rathariidho gacchan pathi milita-bhadeva-patalaih
stuti-praidurbhavam prati-padam upakarnya sadayah
daya-sindhur bandhuh sakala-jagatam sindhu-sutaya
jagannathah svimi nayana-patha-gami bhavatu me

para-brahmapidah kuvalaya-dalotphulla-nayano
nivasi nilidrau nihita-carano ‘nanta-$irasi
rasanando ridha-sarasa-vapur-ilingana-sukho
jagannithah svimi nayana-patha-gami bhavatu me

na vai yiice rijyam na ca kanaka-minikya-vibhavavam
na yice ‘ham ramyim sakala-jana-kimyam vara-vadhiim
sada kile kile pramatha-patina gita-carito
jagannathah svami nayana-patha-gimi bhavatu me

hara tvarh samsdram druta-taram asararh Sura-pate
hara tvarh papanim vitatith aparam yadava-pate
aho dine ‘nithe nihita-carano niscitam idam
jagannathah svami nayana-patha-gami bhavatume

jagannathastakarh punyarh yah pathet prayatah sucy
sarva-papa-visuddhatma visnu-lokarh sa gacchagi

Somenmes in great happiness Lordjt

d concert witl

banks of th Heisllhg.

r!ebmufunomsuh
ofija, 0-gTes

l:'mblebee

e cow!

nalities s thm:
Indra and Ganesa worship His losesfeet®™May
that Jagannatha Svami be the object of my

vision. -
.
In His left hand Lol:djag,annitha hOIds a flute,
on l'lls head
His hips He weém ellow silken cloth.
From the corners of His eyes He bestows :
sidelong glances upon His loving devotees, and “ 3
He always reveals Himself through His pastimes
in His divine abode of Vrndavana. May that
Jagannatha Svami be the object of my vision.

On the shore of the great ocean, within a large
palace atop the brilliant, golden Nilacala Hill,
Lord Jagannatha resides with His powerful ;
brother Balabhadra and His sister Subhadra,

who sits between Them, May that Jagannitha

Svami, who bestows the opportunity for

devotional service upon all godly souls, be the

object of my vision.
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Lord Jagannatha is an ocean of mercy and as
beautiful as a row of blackish rain clouds. He is
the storehouse of bliss for Laksmi and
Sarasvati, and His face resembles a spotless full- to Lord Visnu's abode,
blown lotus. The best of demigods and sages o s

The self-restrained, virtuous soul who recites
these eight verses glorifying Lord Jagannatha
becomes cleansed of all sins and duly proceeds

worship Him and the Upanisadssing His
glories. May that Jagannitha Svami be the
object of my vision. > ‘ ,
» st
When Lord Jaganniatha moves#ilong the rdad $h
His Rathayitra car, every step large ass:hhlies
of brahmanas loudly chant prayers #d sing
songs for His pleasure. Hearing'their lymnsy
Lord Jagannitha becomes v@f{avoﬁmbl
disposed toward them, He is an ocean g

iend ol ait Ly

s resemble full-
‘the ornament-on Lord
e resides on Nilacala Hiy'l 2
el placed on the heag s

adeva. Overwhelmed by the mellows of -
bveHe joyfully embraces Srimati Radharani's &
bddy, whiclyis like 2 cool pond. May that

dones-pray for 2
or wealth. I do nbt.ask
desired by all iin. I simply pray that '
Jagannitha Svami, whose glories Lord Siva n,}y

always sings, m‘c the consjgnt object of
vision.

O Lord of the demigods, please quickly remove }"v,‘
this useless material existence | am undergoing. .
O Lord of the Yadus, please destroy this vast,
shoreless ocean of sins. Alas, this is certain:

Lord Jagannatha bestows His lotus feet upon
those who feel themselves fallen and have no
shelter in this world but Him. May that
Jagannatha Svami be the object of my vision.
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Lord Jagannatha
Comes to Ujjain

[he Installation of Lord Jagannatha

And the Opening of the Mid Day Meal Programme

By Krsnashish dasa

The 30" of June 2007 marked the opening of the
Mid Day Meal programme (MDM) and the
auspicious occasion of the installation of Lord
Jagannatha, Baladeva and Subhadria Maharini in
a beautiful wooden altar on the MDM building
premises. Devotees from around India and South
Alrica came especially for the festival.

The evening prior to the festival, several Vedic
ceremonies took place at our Mid Day Meal
kitchen for the installation of the deities. H. G.
Seva Tulya dasa came especially from Mumbai to
perform them. He is one of the most qualified
prahmanas in ISKCON and extremely expert in

the performance of yajitas and Vedic rites.

On the day of the installation Maharaja gave a
lecture explaining the importance of the Mid Day
Meal project. The main highlight of the kitchen
is the chapatti-making machine which makes
10,000 chapati’s per hour. It seems appropriate
that Lord Jagannitha, the Lord of the Universe,
who likes to receive an abundance of offerings of
bhoga and then takes pleasure in His prasada
being distributed widely, was now coming to
preside in the new Mid Day Meal kitchen from
where thousands of children would be fed daily.
The atmosphere was filled with excitement as

Scanned with CamScanner



Maharija described the mercy of Lord Jagannatha

and His arrival in Ujjain:

“Lord Krsna has a very special relationship with
this city of Ujjain. He came here with His elder
brother to study at Sandipani muni's dsrama.
When we opened the ISKCON Radha Madan
Mohan Temple, we also installed Krsna Balarama
deities along with the deity of Sandipani muni.
At that time 1 also thought of bringing Lord
Jagannitha here because His appearance is
related to this city. Lord Jagannitha has a very

serious and deep connection with Avantika. In

Satva yuga, about 4,000,000 years ago, Lord

Jagannatha manifested Himself to fulfill the
desire of King Indradyumna, the King ol Avanti.
Even though Jagannatha manifested Himsell to
the King, He never came to Avanti. But today
Lord Jagannatha is in His city and He will be

staying here.”

After the lecture the netronmilan ceremony took

lace, where the eyes of the deities are opened for

P
e us Their darsana. The deities

the first time to giv
are extremely large and magnificent. They looked
splendrous. Amidst ecstatic kirtana, Maharaja
performed the first aratito Their Lordships. Seva

Tulya prabhu then performed the fire sacrilice

assisted by highly qualified priests who had come
from Vendavana and Mumbai. While the yajna
was poing on suddenly it began ramning which is

a very auspicious sign.

Fourteen days after the installation, on 16th of
July, one of the most important and glorious
events took place for the first time in the history
of Ujjain: Lord Jagannatha's Rathayatra. After
resting due to “sickness,” Lord Jagannatha, along
with His elder brother and sister, came out to
give darsana to the general public through a

grand procession.

Maharija, along with all the temple devotees,
went to the Mid Day Meal kitchen temple. A
festive mood had taken over the temple. Many
dignitaries were invited, but the main guest was
the Governor of Ujjain. He was welcomed by
Mahardja at the temple and then brought to the
start of the procession where speeches were given
followed by arati to Their Lordships. As the
Ratha cart started moving devotees performed
melodious kirtana and danced. People came
flooding in to pull the chariot as it moved [rom
the market area, Freeganj, to the temple.
Everybody was in joy having participated in Lord

Jagannatha's first Rathayatra in the city of Avanti.
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Jagannatha Rathayatra 2008

By Krsnarcana dasa
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The Rathayatra celebrations this year in Ujjain
took place with great enthusiasm and grandeur
on the 4th of July. Many devotees arrived from
various places across India and around the world
to attend the Rathayatra, including several senior
devotees, Bhavananda prabhu, Kala Krsna
prabhu and Radha Krsna prabhu.

The festivities began the day before with Sri
Jagannatha's netronmilana, which means “the
opening of the Lord's eyes.” As we know, on the
day of Sniina yatra, Lord Jagannatha bathes with
a lot of water and thus performs His pastime of
falling sick with fever and cold. He gets bed
ridden and has a very special diet. After fifteen
days, He again gives us darsana on the
netronmilana day. This day is also significant as
the day of Gundica mandira marjana—the
cleansing of the Gundica temple (where the Lord

arrives after His Rathayatra procession). More
than a hundred and fifty devotees, young and old
alike, enthusiastically cleaned the entire temple
premises. His Holiness Bhakti Charu Mahiraja
personally took part in the temple cleaning
explaining that during this service we are
actually cleaning our hearts. Kila Krsna prabhu,
a senior disciple of Srila Prabhupada from
Canada, sang beautiful kirtanas thus enlivening
everyone while they cleaned the temple.

On the Rathayatra day Their Lordships Sri $ri
Jagannitha, Baladeva and Subhadra were placed
on a magnificent chariot that had been made in
Ujjain under the direction of Guru Maharaja. The
canopy was made in the Diety dress department
under the supervision of Syimangi Radhika
mataji. It took seven days to make and involved a
team of ten people. It took Pundarika Govinda

Scanned with CamScanner



prabhu and his team of devotees twenty-five days
to build the main body of the chariot. The |
chariot was driven by an engine, while being
drawn by ropes. The bottom part of the cart was
on a truck and thus the Ratha moved very
smoothly without any problems. The dome on
the Ratha was operated hydraulically.

The Deities and the Ratha were gorgeously
decorated with llower garlands. This year, the
Ratha took a long route—about seven kilometers
and covered the busiest parts of the city. The
festival was attended by more than 50, 000

| g )
1l ™

people. The publicity was tremendous and the
responsc overwhelming. Along the procession,
people chanted the Hare Krsnamaha mantra,
danced with the devotees and took maha prasada.
s a program just before the Rathayatra
¢ dais sat many honourable guests

There wa
began. On th
including prominent personalities of Ujjain.

en by the chief guest, Sri Paras

r Education in Madhya
Mayor. This was followed
ress and aratito Lord

Speeches were giv
Jain, the Minister fo
Pradesh and the City
by Guru Maharaja’s add

Jagannatha.

ive of heavy rainfall
on the day. It was
ct that it was the

Various samajas,

Although we were apprehens
the weather turned out perfect
nd pleasant despite the [a

mmer monsoon season.
ain, had their respective

cool a
hot, su
communities, n Ujj

booths set up at intervals on the procession route
and they showered flowers and offered garlands
and drinks to the participating devotees.
Devotees were tirelessly and enthusiastically
singing and dancing throughout the procession
which lasted for about six hours. There was
profuse distribution of Lord Jagannatha's prasada
along the route. The Rathayatra festival
transpired to be a grand success.

This year we celebrated Rathayatra with one
Ratha cart. But next year Guru Mahdraja wants to
hold the festival with three Rathas and to raise
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the height of the cart from 37 feet to 45 feet so

they look even more magnificent.

At the time of the Rathayatra there were Hindu-
Muslim riots all over India including Ujjain and

Indore. However, though we went through a

Muslim area, we encountered no problems. As

Guru Maharaja explained to us the following day,
“Lord Jagannatha is the Lord of the Universe.
bhagavan, Allah

God is one, whether we call Him
t broad, not

or God. Real religion makes our hear
narrow. Sanatana dharma means the eternal
pation of the soul. In that sense, we are
er Hindu nor Muslim nor Jew. We are

servants of the Lord. 50 il our Rathayatra

a mosque and our kirtana was opposed,

‘Allah ho Akbar!' We should all
ies

occu
neith
eternal
went by
we would chant
God's— Krsna or Allah's—glor

spread

together.”
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The Mystery of Lord Jagannatha

By H. H. Bhakti Charu Swami

The appearance of Lord Jagannatha is actually a
mystery. Who is Lord Jagannatha? We know that
Jagannitha is Krsna. But if Jagannatha is Krsna
then why doesn't He look like Krsna? Jagannitha
looks different. Krsna's form has been described
as nara vapuh, a human-like form. His form is
different to Narayana who has four arms. Krsna
has two arms like human beings. Secing
Narayana one can see that He is the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. But Krsna doesn't look
like the Supreme Personality of Godhead. He
looks like a human being. And not only does He
look like a human being, but He looks like a
cowherd boy. He doesn't even look like a city boy
but like a simple village boy. He doesn't look like
a prince, but like a very ordinary boy [rom a
village. But when it comes 1o Jagannatha we don’t
see any resemblance to Krsna at all.

There are many different misconceptions about
Lord Jagannatha. Some people think that
Jagannatha is a Buddhist deity of worship. They
don't consider that Jagannitha is even a Hindu
pod. There is the misconception that the
Buddhists actually established the Jagannatha
temple. There are many misconceptions because
of a lack of understanding. This is due mainly to
the different influences of the time. In the past,
when different sects became prevalent in India
and took over the worship of Jagannatha, they
influenced the worship and tried to give their
own stamp on the identity of Jagannitha. So at
onc point in ime the Jagannatha temple \\,-.15
redominantly influenced by the Buddhists who

! of the temple. At this time the

took over charge

whole of India was under the Buddhist influence,
King Ashoka defeated the King of Kalinda, the
King of Orissa, and he started to spread
Buddhism. And in the temples, which are places
of worship, common people, hearing the
prevalent ideology of the time, naturally accepted
and followed that doctrine. After Buddhism the
influence of impersonalism emerged. But, in due
course of time, by Krsna's mercy, Jagannatha's
original identity was once again established for
our benefit. We are now recognizing Jagannitha
as He is, as Krsna. How can there be any doubt of
His true position in anyone’s mind? When we sce
Jagannitha, Baladeva and Subhadra then we
naturally understand that when Balarima and
Subhadra are present then the personality of

Jaganndtha must be Krsna Himsell.

From the Skanda Purana we learn how the Lord
instructed King Indradyumna that these forms of
Jagannatha, Baladeva and Subhadra are His
eternal forms in the spiritual sky. So who and
where are these [orms in the spiritual realm? This
esoteric truth was explained by Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thikura on the
occasion ol Rathayitra as he delivered a lecture
on a radio programme.

The Queens of Dvirka often noticed that Krsna
was often absent minded during the day.
Although He was present in Dvarka, His mind
was clsewhere. At night they would hear Krsna in
His sleep calling out to the residents of
Vendavana, He was calling for His father and

mother, for His [riends and cows and for the
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gopis. They could therefore understand that
although Krsna was living in Dvarka but actually
He was always in Vmdavana. During the day His
mind was in Vrndiavana and at night, though His
body stayed in Dvarka, He went to Vrdivana. So
they became curious, what is there in Vrndavana
that makes Krsna always absorbed in Vindavana?
What is so special about Vindiavana? One day the
Queens approached Mother Rohini and asked
her, “You were in Vrndavana with Krsna during
His childhood, so please tell us what did Krsna
do there and what is there that attracts Krsna so?
Who are those residents of Vimdavana who
always absorb Krsna's thoughts?” Mother Rohini
replied, “1 will explain to you when Krsna and
Balarama are not present. If Rama'and Krsna are
here and They hear these descriptions They will
be put into a very painful situation. We should

spare Them of that agony.” So one day when

Krsna and Balarima were away, the Queens asked
Mother Rohini to tell them about Krsna and
Balarima’s activities in Vrndavana. While
Mother Rohini began describing events,
Subhadra was kept at the gate to guard the
entrance; She was to stop Krsna and Balarima
from entering in case They returned. As Mother
Rohini was speaking, Krsna and Balarama indeed
appeared there. But Subhadri, hearing Krsna and
Balarama'’s activities in Vrndiavana, became so
overwhelmed with emotions that Her voice
became choked and she could not speak. So she
couldn’t warn Mother Rohini and the Queens
that Krsna and Balarama had arrived. Although
she could not speak she stretched her arms out
wide to stop Them from entering the room.
Krsna was on one side of Subhadra and Balarima
was on her other side. Standing there Krsna and

Balarama listened to Their own activities in
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Vrndavana with the Vraja vasis. While hearing
these pastimes Krsna and Balarama experienced
such emotions that Their forms changed and
were transformed. Krsna's cyes became large like
two fully bloomed lotuses. His face lit up with a
beautiful, bright smile, and His limbs dissolved.
His whole countenance and existence changed.
His entire body became just His head and His
arms. His arms stretched forward with an intense
desire to embrace the residents of Vrndavana.
Seeing Krsna and Balarama assuming that form
Subhadri was also induced with similar ccstatic
emotions. She also assumed a similar form. But
as she felt extremely guilty for stopping Krsna
and Balarama from entering the room her arms
became withdrawn into her body. This is why
Krsna, Balarama and Subhadra assume these
transcendental forms: Krsna and Balarama’s arms
are stretched forward with an intense desire to
embrace Their most intimate associates of
Vrndavana and Subhadra's arms are withdrawn
within her body: This is the mystery of the
wonderful forms of Jagannatha, Baladeva and
Subhadra and how these forms are eternally
present in the spiritual sky. These forms are
present in Dviarka where Krsna of Dvarka
intensely desires to go back to Vrndivana to be
with His most intimate devotees in the mellows
of friendship, parental and conjugal relationships
and principally in the mellow of conjugal love.

There is another aspect of Lord Jagannatha’s
pastimes which have been revealed in Caitanya
Caritamrta through the pastimes of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. When Caitanya Mahéaprabhu was
dancing in front of the chariot of Lord
Jagannatha He was singing a love song describing
a love affair between a young boy and a young
girl. The young girl describes: The one who stole
my heart when he was young, today he has
become my lord and we have now become

d. It is the same spring night where the
ows from the kadamba trees
alati flowers. 1 am the

unite
gentle breeze bl

carrving the fragrance of m

same heroine, the lover, with my beloved. Buy
still my heart is yearning to go back 1o the bank
of the River Reva, under the betasi trees,
Mahaprabhu was singing this song in frong of
Lord Jagannatha's chariot. Apparently this song i
describing a young girl's love story, her
dissatisfaction and her desire to go back 1o 1he
days of their youth when they were not marreq
and 1o relive their love affairs. All the devotees
were wondering why Mahaprabhu was singin,
this song? The only person who knew the

meaning and purpose of this song was Svarip,

Damodara.

After the Rathayitra was over, one day Caitanya
Mahaprabhu went to the kutir of Ripa Goswami.
At that time Rapa Goswami was not there. He
had gone to take bath in the ocean. Caitanya
Mahiprabhu was waiting for him in the thatched
hut and He noticed a palm leaf stuck on the
ceiling. Out of curiosity He pulled it out and saw
that a beautiful verse had been written on that
palm leaf with hand writing as exquisite as
pearls. The verse described a song where
Radharani is telling Her friend, “My dear [riend, |
met Krsna again in Kuruksetra. I am the same
Radhi and I met Krsna again. But still my heart is
yearning to go to the bank of the River Yamuna
in the forest of Vrndiavana where the whole
atmosphere is steeped with the sound of the filth
note of Krsna's {lute.” When Rapa Goswimi
returned, Mahaprabhu out of intense happiness
and joy slapped him on the back. He said, “Ruapa
how did you get to know my heart?” Then
Mahaprabhu asked Svaraipa Damodara, “How did
Rapa get to know my heart?” Svarapa Damodara
said, "My Lord, who can ever get to know your
heart? Only when you reveal your heart 1o
somebody and allow them to enter it, then only
can one understand your heart.” Caitanya
Mahaprabhu said, “Yes, Rapa is very dear to me.”

The song that Caitanya Mahaprabhu was singing
was actually in the mood of Srimati Ridharant;
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